
While	  the	  maths	  and	  reading	  skills	  of	  Australian	  students	  have	  been	  declining,	  countries	  such	  
as	  Poland	  and	  Ireland	  have	  steadily	  improved	  their	  performance,	  enabling	  them	  to	  leapfrog	  
over	  Australia.	  Poland	  has	  been	  steadily	  improving	  since	  2000	  and	  is	  now	  ahead	  of	  Australia	  
in	  maths,	  while	  Ireland	  has	  successfully	  reversed	  its	  own	  downward	  trend	  and	  now	  
outperforms	  Australia	  in	  reading.	  [20	  seconds]


